tank, the more natural the setting and the more
stable your aquarium parameters will be. The
smallest tank I would use is a 20 gallon.
Now that you have your tank, where will
you put it? I suggest a place where you spend a lot
of time, somewhere you can appreciate and
carefully watch your seahorse aquarium. You will
get more enjoyment from it, and quickly spot
trouble in case it arises. Nearby sources of water
and electricity would make it ideal. Two of my
favorite locations are in the livingroom next to my
favorite chair, and in the kitchen near the breakfast
nook.
Where not to put it? Don't choose a
heavy traffic area that people are always passing
through but not spending time in, like the hallway,
or near a window that gets too much direct
sunlight. Sunlight can cause an explosion of algae,
and heat your tank to stressful levels during the
summer. Check the flooring for weak boards or
warping. If your tank isn't in a strong, stable, and
level location it could fracture or crack.
After your tank was made, it was probably
stored in a warehouse and then remained as stock
in the pet shop for a few months. During that time
undesirable things may have accumulated inside
(dirt, dust, and maybe even pesticides could be

coating the inside of that tank). Wash the inside
with a mild vinegar solution and then rinse it out.
Old tee-shirts work great as a rag for this type of
work. Just make sure it's the first time that the
tee-shirt is being used as a rag. This way, there
won't be any harsh chemicals on it. (Why do
fishkeepers always have tons oftee-shirts?) Never
use soap. Soap residue can poison your fish.
Cut a piece of one half inch thick
Styrofoam Board that's used for home insulation
slightly larger than the size of the bottom of your
tank. Put this on the stand and put the tank on top
of it. This cushions the tank, helps stabilize the
tank's temperature, and cuts down on any vibration
that might be felt. Water is a good conductor of
sound and vibrations, and can actually amplify
them. One of the ways fish communicate with one
another is through a special organ that picks up
vibration, much in the same way our ears pick up
sound. Motors, pumps, speakers, filters, or
air pumps can all make excess vibration. To have
an aquarium with a constant strong vibration would
be like living inside a loudspeaker. It could really
stress your seahorses, or any fish for that matter.
Watch for Part Two next month on
Filtration, Lighting, and Saltwater.
•
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